WARRICK COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING
REGULAR SESSION
COMMISSIONERS MEETING ROOM
107 W. Locust Street, Suite 303
Boonville, Indiana
February 23, 2026
4:00 P.M.

The Warrick County Commissioners met in regular session with Sarah Seaton, President and Stacey Franz, Vice
President&Commissioner Terry Phillippe, Member. K.&G.

Attorney Cliff Whitehead and Administrator Debbie Bennett-Stearsman were in attendance.

Auditor Michael Dietsch, Chief Deputy Barbi Shelton, and Recording Secretary Kristine Georges attended and
recorded the minutes.

Commissioner Meetings can be viewed via YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/@WarrickCountyMeetings

President Sarah Seaton called the meeting to order at 4:00 PM.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

 REQUEST FOR EXTENSION OF SURETY
C-25-020 WARRICK COUNTY HUMANE SOCIETY

Area Plan Director Molly Barnhill presented a Request of Extension of Surety, C-25-020, Warrick County Humane
Society, by Vicki Jenkins, Project Coordinator. Ms. Jenkins was present for the request. The County is holding
$15,049.88 in escrow for entrance construction. They have had one year. The letter of credit expires April 16, 2026.
County Engineer Bobby Howard recommended approval. Commissioner Terry Phillippe made a motion to approve.
Commissioner Stacey Franz seconded the motion. The motion carried 3-0.

PEBBLE CREEK SUBDIVISION

The second request was for Pebble Creek Subdivision, Ruksam Development, LLC by Dr. Mohammed Hussain,
Partner. The County is holding $244,639.45 for street, sidewalk and drainage construction. They are requesting a
one-year extension at a reduced dollar amount of $193,027.45. They have had seven years. The letter of credit
expires April 23, 2026. Project Engineer Jim Morley, Jr. was present. The County Engineer and County Surveyor
signed off on the amounts and recommended approval. Commissioner Stacey Franz made a motion to approve.
Commissioner Terry Phillippe seconded the motion. The motion carried 3-0.

WILLOW ESTATES

The Last request was for Willow Estates, Thompson Homes, INC, by Thomas Thompson, President. The County is
holding $52,815.40 for streets, drainage, and sidewalk construction. They have had ten and a half years and are
requesting a six-month extension. The previous six-month extension expires April 26, 2026. Project Engineer Jim
Morley, Jr. was present. He said they won't be done by the April date, but they are working on it as we speak. Mr.
Howard recommended approval. Commissioner Terry Phillippe made a motion to approve. Commissioner Stacey
Franz seconded the motion. The motion carried 3-0.

(Area Plan Paperwork is located on File in the Auditor’s Office)

 ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION
MAINSTREAM PERMITTING

County Administrator Debbie Bennett-Stearsman said the info was in Commissioners’ packets. She reviewed the
issues. They are asking for the County to forgive the permitting fees. Commissioner Phillippe said that Mr. Howard
has been part of the discussion. He would be in favor in some of the fees from submissions prior to the passage of
the Fees Ordinance. Ms. Bennett-Stearsman said there was another wave of approvals from the state last week.
They then discussed when approvals were made as opposed to the fees put in place at the beginning of the year.

' There was also discussion on the fees and road rights-of-way. Mainstream is asking for more than $175,000.00 in
fees. Commissioner Phillippe made the motion that if the fiber operators grant applications were submitted before
the fees were put into place they could be waived. Attorney Cliff Whitehead said he was uncomfortable with not
setting a dollar amount. There was a discussion on these projects getting them into rural homes. There was
continued discussion. They then discussed the Ordinance and when the fees actually took effect. Attorney
Whitehead said he would also like to see a better timeline on when everything was established. Ms. Bennett-
Stearsman discussed the timeline for submission of the applications. The motion died for lack of second.
Commissioner Seaton and Commissioner Franz were uncomfortable with making any motions without knowing a
timeline and getting their questions answered and the dollar impact. There were no other actions taken.

CENTERPOINT PERMITTING

Ms. Bennett-Stearsman was trying to get information on this and went over what she had. Mr. Howard said that he
found some emails on it and what areas it covers and a payment was sent in and a permit was issued. He thinks
that there were two permits for the same area. Commissioner Terry Phillippe made the motion to remove from the
agenda until there’s another ask. Commissioner Stacey Franz seconded. It carried 3-0.
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~ ACTION AGENDA q

APPROVAL OF MINUTES |

FEBRUARY 9, 2026

Minutes for the February 9, 2026 Regular Session meeting were presented to the Commissioners for approval.

Commissioner Stacey Franz made the motion to approve the minutes. Commissioner Terry Phillippe seconded the
motion. The motion carried 2-0-1 with Sarah Seaton abstaining.

APPROVAL OF ORDINANCE FOR FAILURE TO APPEAR FOR ASSESSOR
ORDINANCE 2026-02

Assessor Sarah Redman present. She said this is for no-shows for their Property Tax Assessment Board of Appeals
meetings. The PTABOA reviews appeals on assessments, so a lot of paperwork is done prior to the meetings |
making no-shows very frustrating. They have several no-shows at each meeting. Ms. Redman hopes this will help
keep this from happening. It would be a charge of $50.00 that they are allowed to make. Commissioner Terry
Phillippe made a motion to approve Ordinance 2026-02. Commissioner Stacey Franz seconded the motion. The
motion carried 3-0.

(Ordinance 2026-02 is located on File in the Auditor’s Office)
APPROVAL OF STORM WATER RATE INCREASE

The Storm Water Rate Increase has been approved by the County Council and now is ready for approval by
Commissioners. Commissioner Terry Phillippe made a motion to approve the increase. Commissioner Stacey
Franz seconded the motion.

Brad Overton was present as a Warrick County resident and asked to speak. He would like them to reconsider. It is
a 66% rate increase. All the projects are in Ohio Township. They could implement a Storm Water District to where
the charge can be applied to the areas worked in instead of the County as a whole.

The Commissioners briefly reviewed the history. Commissioner Phillippe said he doesn't disagree with Mr.
Overton’s comments, but it has been approved all down the chain and they are just checking their box.

Mr. Overton also wanted to point out that other departments have to hold their budgets. Storm Water should have to
do the same. Commissioner Seaton said that this is actually a public safety issue with the flooding and property
damage they have seen more recently. She also said that it has been discussed for over a year now with studies
done and seeing the need for the increase. Commissioner Terry Phillippe said that the new money will help
Drainage Board as well. The Commissioners passed the motion 3-0 in favor of the increase.

AMENDMENT 2 - RQAW CONTRACT - SECURITY CENTER
Dave Rector with Project Partnership was present. He said this is an additional request that is above and beyond
what was in the contract. It is for architectural and engineering involved with the relocation of a pole barn and gun
range berm as well as a few other things. They are asking for $25,000.00. Commissioner Terry Phillippe made a
motion to approve. Commissioner Stacey Franz seconded the motion. The motion carried 3-0.

(RQAW Amendment 2 is located on File in the Auditor’s Office)
SECURITY CENTER UPDATE

Mr. Rector also gave a brief update on the new Security Center. They are a little ahead of schedule and will be
moving in soon. They are also on budget.

DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS
ANIMAL CONTROL

Animal Control Manager Brandon Russell was present. He talked about adopting out animals and working with their
other partners. They also worked with staff on training through ASAPC. Animal Control is also now taking donations
online.

BUILDING COMMISSION

Building Commissioner Jeff Daily was present. At the start of January of 2026, they had a balance of $274,348.04
with 112 permits. They have taken in almost $8,000.00 in collections. Those are all lower than the start of last year.
However, in February they are already ahead of last year. He did have a handout for the Commissioners to review.
Boonville now has their own inspector, but he doesn't feel it will impact the County much.

CORONER
Coroner Alissa Enright was present. She gave them a report for 2025. The County saw 972 deaths in 2025. They
are tracking to be about the same in 2026. Overdose and suicide rates did not change. She reviewed community
outreaches they have been involved with including collaborations with the Health Department. Ms. Enright said they
have also been working with the Ohio Township Trustee on individuals that need to be buried coming from the

hospitals. She also reviewed trainings for her staff and that she is currently on the State Board of Coroners
representing the southern part of the state. There was also a brief discussion on opioid settlement funding.
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COUNTY INSPECTOR

County Inspector Justin Landrum was present. He reviewed the large amount of unsettled nuisance reports he
came into last fall when he started. They have been able to resolve most and now only eight are still active. He also
reviewed some of the violations and letters of credit that have been done. He said for the most part everything is
going well.

DRUG COURT
There was no one present from Drug Court.
HEALTH DEPARTMENT

Health Department Administrator April Hicks was present. Their new intern has started and they are very excited
about that. She also went over some of their current partnerships, grants they are applying for, and community
outreaches. They are still looking to fill two positions they have currently.

COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS
There was no one present from Community Corrections.
PURDUE EXTENSION
The plan on coming to the next time.
SHERIFF

The Sheriff was unable to come.

Veteran’s Officer Dwayne Beadles was present. There are 432 veterans/spouses they serve in Warrick County.
They also help veterans in the surrounding counties. They will be closed several times this year for their training
requirements. Commissioner Seaton asked for him to go over what their office does. Mr. Beadles talked about all
benefits available for Veterans and working with them to get them. These however are different from the health
benefits as that is a different division. Their office works directly for the Commissioners and the State. Mr. Beadles
sends regular reports to the Commissioners for review.

WEIGHTS & MEASURES
Weights and Measures will be present at an upcoming meeting.

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR
AP VOUCHER

The AP Voucher dated February 23, 2026 in the amount of $4,314,498.75 was presented. Commissioner Terry
Phillippe made a motion to approve. Commissioner Stacey Franz seconded the motion. The motion carried 3-0.

(AP Voucher is located on Pages 7 through 9 of these Official Minutes)
AP VOUCHER UNCERTIFIED

The Uncertified AP Voucher dated February 23, 2026 in the amount of $637.22. Of that, 607.77 is in credit card late
fees. The rest are in fraudulent purchases. They will get back the money from the fraudulent charges. This is the
fourth time the credit cards have been hacked. There was a brief discussion on the credit card late fees. They are
not able to track down who caused the late fees. Commissioner Stacey Franz made a motion to pay the uncertified
claims. Commissioner Terry Phillippe seconded the motion. The motion carried 3-0.

(Uncertified Voucher is located on Page 9 of these Official Minutes)

AP VOUCHER-UNCERTIFIED
TABLED FROM FEBRUARY 9, 2026

This tabled Voucher was in the amount of $650.00 for parking fees for Community Corrections. Commissioners had
asked for them to be present. Commissioner Seaton said that are still at a point where they need some explanation.
She would like for it to be removed and they can come before them to explain the charges. Commissioner Terry
Phillippe made a motion to remove until they ask to put it on the agenda and come before them. Commissioner
Stacey Franz seconded the motion. The motion carried 3-0.

,,,,, .

CLERK’S REPORT - JANUARY 2026

The Clerk’s Report for January 2026 was presented. Commissioner Stacey Franz made a motion to accept the
report. Commissioner Terry Phillippe seconded the motion. The motion carried 3-0.

(Clerk’s Report is located on File in the Auditor’s Office)
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PAYROLL 4

Payroll 4 dated February 20, 2026 in the amount of $752,548.43 was presented. Commissioner Stacey Franz made
a motion to approve. Commissioner Terry Phillippe seconded the motion. The motion carried 3-0.

(Payroll 4 is located on Page 10 of these Official Minutes)

Ms. Bennett-Stearsman presented the Spectrum Contract for the Warrick County Judicial Center. Commissioner
Stacey Franz made a motion to approve. Commissioner Sarah Seaton seconded the motion. The motion carried 2-1
with Terry Phillippe opposing.

(Spectrum Contract for the Judicial Center is located on File in the Auditor’s Office)

Ms. Bennett-Stearsman presented the Baker tilly Arbitrage Contract in the amount not to exceed $10,000.00. She
reviewed all the bonds covered. Commissioner Stacey Franz made a motion to approve. Commissioner Terry
Phillippe seconded the motion. The motion carried 3-0.

(Baker Tilly Contract is located on File in the Auditor’s Office)
ANIMAL CONTROL DONATIONS

Animal Control Donations were presented in the amount of $100.00. Commissioner Stacey Franz made the motion |
to approve. Commissioner Terry Phillippe seconded the motion. The motion carried 3-0.

SECURITY CENTER DRAW 36

The Security Center Draw 36 in the amount of $8,877.52 was presented. Commissioner Stacey Franz made a
motion to approve. Commissioner Terry Phillippe seconded the motion. The motion carried 3-0.

(Security Center Draw 36 is located on File in the Auditor’s Office)

APPROVAL TO APPLY FOR PHEP GRANT 2026-27
HEALTH DEPARTMENT

Health Administrator April Hicks was present. She said they had already signed the grant as it was just a letter of
intent. There was a brief discussion. The Grant amount is $20,000.00 for Emergency Preparedness. Commissione
Stacey Franz approved the submittal. Commissioner Terry Phillippe seconded the motion. The motion carried 3-0.

CLARIFICATION OF ORDINANCE VS RESOLUTION

A clarification needed to be made for Ordinance 2025-21. Official Recording Secretary Kristine Georges said it was
found through American Legal submissions. Ordinance 2025-21 had been presented as an Ordinance and assigned
an Ordinance number but was titled Resolution 2025-21. The clarification just needed to be made that it was a
Resolution. No further action was taken.

ACQUISITIONS ADMINISTRATOR

RATIFY CONTRACTS

BUD’S PLUMBING

Acquisitions Administrator Sherrie Sievers presented contracts for ratification. The first was for Bud's Plumbing for
the Lynnville EMS Station in the amount of $3,521.90 for a necessary repair that digging equipment, locating utilities
working on rotting sewer lines and installing new. A consensus was given by the Commissioners to proceed with the
work. The contract needed to be ratified in a public meeting. Commissioner Stacey Franz made a motion to
approve. Commissioner Terry Phillippe seconded the motion. The motion carried 3-0.

(Bud’s Plumbing Contract is located on File in the Auditor’s Office)

BNG — OLD COURTHOUSE
REPAIR GAS LINE LEAK

Ms. Sievers said that a gas line leak needed to be repaired in the Old Courthouse. This was considered an
emergency. Consensus was given by the Commissioners to proceed with BNG to make the repairs at a cost of
$396.00. The contract now needs to be ratified. Commissioner Stacey Franz made a motion to approve.
Commissioner Terry Phillippe seconded the motion. The motion carried 3-0.

(BNG Agreement is located on File in the Auditor’s Office)
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VEI RADIOS - ANIMAL CONTROL

This has been tabled at previous meetings. The Animal Control radios were presented for a total of $8,253.22. This
was approved. The radios have ID and have an established channel. Brandon Russell with Animal Control was
present and gave that update. Commissioner Stacey Franz made a motion to approve the purchase. Commissioner
Terry Phillippe seconded the motion. The motion carried 3-0.

(VEI Contract is located on File in the Auditor’s Office)

MIDWEST PRESORT — ASSESSOR OFFICE
2026 FORM 11 MAILINGS

Ms. Sievers presented the contract for mailing for the Form 11 Assessment Notice for the Assessor’s Office. The
total amount is $23,449.26. This needs approval to keep on time with notices. The deadline is April 30, 2026.
Commissioner Terry Phillippe made a motion to approve. Commissioner Stacey Franz seconded the motion. The
motion carried 3-0.

(Midwest Presort Contract is located on File in the Auditor’s Office)

HIGHWAY DEPT. BUILDING

Ms. Sievers said she is working maintenance and Bobby Miller to address the Radiant Piping Repair at the Vann
Road Storm Water Building. There is an issue with the main boiler linked to the radiant piping. She reviewed
codes. She reached out to Altstadt as they put it in. Their cost is $1,535.00. She also reached out to BNG. Their
cost is $1,165.00. Altstadt required more, but included heat sensor they said needed to be replaced. She reviewed
briefly continued maintenance that will be addressed at a future meeting. There are no warranties in place.
Commissioner Terry Phillippe made a motion to approve the work through BNG and ask them to also look at the
heat sensor. Commissioner Stacey Franz seconded the motion. The motion carried 3-0.

(BNG Agreement is located on File in the Auditor’s Office)

'COUNTY SURPLUS
SUPERIOR COURT 1

There were five desk chairs from Superior Court 1 that Ms. Sievers presented as worthless surplus and needed to be
disposed. Commissioner Stacey Franz made a motion to declare surplus. Commissioner Terry Phillippe seconded
the motion. The motion carried 3-0.

COUNTY HIGHWAY/ ENGINEER

County Engineer Bobby Howard presented Change Order 1 for Telephone Road. It's for an additional $24,480.00
for excavation. This has been reviewed and is ready for approval. Commissioner Terry Phillippe made a motion to
approve. Commissioner Stacey Franz seconded the motion. The motion carried 3-0.

CHANGE ORDER 2 TELEPHONE ROAD
Next, he presented Change Order 2 for Telephone Road. This is also for some excavation on some cross-sections

in the amount of $14,730.00 Commissioner Stacey Franz made a motion to approve. Commissioner Terry Phillippe
| seconded the motion. The motion carried 3-0.

Telephone Road will hopefully be done by the end of this year.

(Change Orders 1 & 2 for Telephone Road are located on File in the Auditor’s Office)

____ COUNTYSHERIFF
DECLARATION OF WEAPON SURPLUS

Sergeant Kyle Tevault was present for the Sheriff's Office. Lieutenant Brian Waters is retiring after thirty-two years
of service. They are asking for his service weapon to be declared surplus. This is done for officers with over ten
years of service that they keep their service weapon. Commissioner Terry Phillippe made the motion to declare
surplus. Commissioners Stacey Franz seconded the motion. The motion carried 3-0.

.. ATTORNEY
METZGER CONSTRUCTION - BITUMINOUS RESURFACING PROJECT 2026-01

Mr. Andrew Effinger, attorney for E & B Paving, was present. E & B Paving was awarded the Bituminous
Resurfacing Project pending review at the last Commissioners’ meeting. They received notice that they were not

' responsive. E & B Paving then sent a letter to the County Attorney and then to the Commissioners. Mr. Effinger
went over the awarding of the bid and the reasons for the forms and whether it was material that one of the forms
was not present. No one is contesting that they are responsible or destroying the competitive nature. They did not
do either of these. They suggested that the County accept E & B Paving and save the money in court costs and
award as they did in the last meeting. E & B appreciates the opportunity to work with Warrick County.



-6- Warrick County Board of Commissioners Meeting Minutes February 23, 2026

Mr. Howard then spoke. He said that the bid packet required those forms and therefore it was considered
unresponsive. They have never varied from this.

Attorney Whitehead said that action needed to be taken. The Commissioners needed to reject E & B Paving as
unresponsive with the two missing forms and award to Metzger. Commissioner Terry Phillippe made the motion to
do so. Commissioner Stacey Franz seconded the motion. The motion carried 2-0-1 with Sarah Seaton abstaining.

(Metzger Contract for CCGM 2026-01 is Located on File in the Auditor’s Office)

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

BARTON HEATH — DATA CENTERS

Barton Heath, Warrick County Resident, wish to again address Data Centers. The reason he wants to address it is
because the federal and state governments are trying to establish them. He doesn’t want to wait on this, because
they will come in with their attorneys and such and he wants to get ahead of it. All the increase in technology has
hurt the working class. Manufacturing is down to 10%. He is not trying to be annoying. But, he wants it to be at the |
forefront. Commissioner Phillippe said he understands where Mr. Heath is coming from, and is just as concerned as
he is as well as the other two Commissioners. Commissioner Seaton said it would take a lot to show a positive

impact right now.

~ COMMISSIONER ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION
HIGHWAY/ENGINEERING AWARD FROM STATE

Commissioner Stacey Franz wanted to thank County Engineer Bobby Howard for his work in getting an $805,000.00
award from the state.

FIRE ORDINANCE DISCUSSION

Commissioner Terry Phillippe wanted to allow the fire departments that were present about the Fire Ordinance time
to speak and make suggestions. Attorney Whitehead said they are working with all the factions to get the Ordinance
done. Ohio Township Fire Chief Scott Foreman spoke and went over the need for this and they are excited about
getting it going. There was continued discussion. Mr. Howard said they would like to see local developers to have

some input as well.
ADJOURNMENT
The next Warrick County Commissioners’ meeting will be held on Monday, March 9, 2026 in the Commissioners’

meeting room at 4:00 PM. Commissioner Stacey Franz made the motion to adjourn. Commissioner Terry Phillippe
seconded the motion. The motion carried 3-0.

Meeting adjourned at 5:33 P.M.

ARRICK COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
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WARRICK COUNTY, INDIANA

Minutes Respectfully Submitted by Kristine Georges, Official Recording Secretary
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Sebton, Sarah - President

Feanz, Stahcey~\Vice President
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ACCO!
WARRICK COUNTY, INDIANA M&E}é Pk ”%’H“"‘ oy See
Gavarmmental Unt m wf%g%mw
W foa fater g of g aed, o fot olher
Erdey, Fobiuery 2018, 2036 Payroli4
Filed Natve of Claimant Department Vv of Amount Aliowed | Was ranisl Certified
CLERK 1000.0001 | § 24,756.13
AUDITOR 1000-0002 27,896 58
TREASURER 1000-0003 8.731.04
RECORDER 1000-0004 828331
SHERIFF 1000 0005 112,705.83
SURVEYOR 1000-0006 | % 2,581.68
CORONER 1000-0007 |§ 6,176.00 | 40
ASSESSOR 1000-0008 | § 18.720.59
PROSECUTING ATTORNEY 1000-0008 | $ 25.904.07
EXTENSION OFFICE 1000.0011 | $ ,420.46
VETERAN'S AFFAIRS 10000012 ] § A6 74
COUNTY COUNCIL 1000-0061 | $ 20072
COMMISSIONERS 10000060 |3 16,744 87
AREA PLAN COMMISSION 10000079 [ § . 10,275,885
COURT HOUSE 1000-0162 1§ 1072647
SUPERIOR COURT #1 1000-0201 |$ 19,368.20
SUPERIOR COURT #2 10000202 | § 12,307.92
CIRCUIT COURT 10000232 | S 17.763.33
PUBLIC DEFENDER 1000-0271 | $ 15,920.69
EMERCENGY MANAGEMENT 10000302 1§ 43911
CENTRAL DISPATCH 1000-0303 | § 841654
JAIL 10000380 | § 4180547
ANIMAL CONTROL 10000626 | § 822104
CHILD SUPPORT 1000-0660 |3 5,260.50
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 1142 3§ 21,245 68
CUM DRIDGE 1135 § 0.407.87
GUMULATIVE DRAIN 1141 § 3.300.77
HEALTH DEPT, 1158 3 1055213
Local Public Health 1161 § 5,386.27
PUBLIC SAFETY UT 1170 § 108.739.33
HIGHWAY DEPT. 1un $ 521.50
MISOEMEANANT 178 5 1.048,15
1476-0530 | $ 1154588
1176.0831 1§ AT
1176.0533 1§ 621714
HIGHWAY DEPT. 1176-9604 1§ 9312 62
RECORDER PERPETUATION 1188 $ 2.848.48
STORMWATER MANAGEMENT a7 16,513.07
GAL-CIRCUIT COURT 1211 384 62
ELECTION 1218 255185
PARKS DEFT, 1219 3 11.202.29
§ DISPATCH 1222 3 10,355.88
PROPERTY REASSESSMENT 1224 $ 8.923.08
- ADULT PROBATION ADMINISTRATIVE 2000 5 108769
_|PRETRIAL DIVERSION 2504 $ 1.589.04
PROJECT INCOME 4901 § 821762
. \BULDING COMMISBION 4308 § 5,206.60
DO/DC PROG INCOME 4821 $ 2.715.51 .
VOCA 8075 1 254593
1CJl Grant 2160 $ 71548
EM;RGENCY PREPAREDNESS 8328
CHILD SUPPORT/PROSECUTOR 8855 H
COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS 18205 §

each of the listed

Tofal § 75254843

mmﬂhm‘.«mmmdnmﬁhm&wumxmhnm‘nem-MwanI

41-10.2 pormdtsfie govarning body 1o sign the accounts payable vausher tegister, consisting of one (1) page

cannot be certified ss iy and correct.
Michac! Dietach, Fiseal Otficer

‘o (he register such vouchers ara alfowed in the tolai amount of $ 75254843

February 23, 2026




